
I t 's summer time and the Museum has been over f low ing w ith visi tor s -- tour  groups, fami ly 
r eunions, and individuals, young and old, from the United States and abroad.  They've al l  
come to learn about the role the members of the United States Colored Troops (USCT) played in 
ending slaver y and keeping the United States uni ted under  one f lag.  

Last March, the Museum received an Organizational Assessment 
through the Amer ican All iance of Museum's Museum 
Assessment Program (MAP).  MAP helps museums str engthen 
their  operations and plan 
for  the future.  In her  Final 
Repor t, the r eviewer  
praised our  permanent 
exhibi t, Glorious March to 
Liberty: Civil War to Civil 
Rights, which  leads the 
visi tor  through over  300 
years of histor y from 1619 
to the ear ly days of the 
Civi l  Rights movement.  
She said, "I t holds the 
visi tor 's attention, is 
attr active, easy to fol low  
and understand, and talks about what could be a di f f icult subject 
w ithout making the visi tor  uncomfor table.  I t is an empower ing 
exhibi tion!"  The Museum, she added, "...can and should be a 
museum of national signi f icance." 

We  invi te you, your  fami ly and fr iends to visi t the Museum  to 
see how  we br ing to l i fe the stor ies of the brave men who  ser ved 
in the USCT.  We thank you for  your  suppor t whether  i t is 
on-going f inancial suppor t, a Museum membership, a one-time 
donation, or  your  time and talent.  We hope you enjoy this new  
monthly newsletter , "The Spir i t of Freedom," and we look 
for ward to seeing you at the Museum.

Audrey Hinton, Board President
Afr ican Amer ican Civi l  War  Memor ial Freedom Foundation & Museum
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On August 19, 2017, the Afr ican Amer ican Civi l  War  Museum 
hosted i ts second Museum Passpor t to Freedom Festival.  We 
welcomed over  500 people and gave out school supplies to 300 
students r anging from pre-K to 12th grade.  

The Museum Passpor t to Freedom Program invi tes students to 
explore and engage in museums and features a museum passpor t 
that can be stamped at museums al l  over  the countr y and 
redeemed at the Afr ican Amer ican Civi l  War  Museum for  a pr ize.  
To date the Museum has presented over  2,000 students w ith 
passpor ts and increased access to the Museum's engaging  
programs w ith f ield-tr ip suppor t to Distr ict of Columbia students.   
The program was made possible through a grant from the Distr ict 
of Columbia.

Cal endar    of    event s

Sept ember  20t h 

Sept ember  30t h 

Oct ober  7t h 

Oct ober  13t h 
6:30pm  to 8:30pm :  
Teachers' Night Out 

11am  and 1pm : USCT 
Descendants' Presentation

11am  to 5pm : "I t 's A Youth 
Thing!" Ar ts & Cultural 
Festival

6pm  to 8pm : CBC Veterans' 
Appreciation event.

MUSEUM  PASSPORT TO  FREEDOM

FOLLOW  US ON  SOCIAL 
MEDIA...

Back -  t o -  School   Fest ival

1pm  to 3pm : Lincoln Group 
DC presentation: The United 
States Colored Troops in the 
Civi l  War  

Oct ober  14t h 

Oct ober  27t h 
7pm  to 10pm :  Bir thday 
Celebration for  Frank Smith, 
Dir ector  AACW Museum 

11am : Veterans' Day Wreath- 
Laying Program

8am  to 6pm : Gettysburg 
Remembrance Day Parade & 
Tour

November  18t h

November  11t h 

@AFROAMCIVILWAR

Museum  Passpor t  t o Fr eedom   Fest ival  Guest s, 
Vol unt eer s and Staf f  of  AACW Museum

# USCTFACT
# SEEITBEIN SPIRED

Visi t w w w.afroamcivi lwar.org for  more information about 
events and how  to RSVP.  Check out pictures from past events 
and more.

December  14t h
6:30pm  to 8:30pm : AACW 
Museum's Civi l  War  Holiday 
Open House

Sept ember  27t h 
6pm  to 8pm : CBC Digging for  
Lost Histor y: Honor ing the 
Afr ican Amer icans Troops of 
WWII program

Sept ember  2nd 
1pm : USCT Descendants' 
Presentation

http://www.afroamcivilwar.org/news-events/upcoming-events.html
http://www.afroamcivilwar.org/news-events/upcoming-events.html
http://www.afroamcivilwar.org/news-events/upcoming-events.html


Like many museums and non-prof i t 
insti tutions, the Afr ican Amer ican Civi l  War  
Museum is no di f ferent in i ts need for  
volunteers.  Alan Sker rett has been a 
volunteer  w ith the Museum for  six years and 
can be seen on many weekends providing 
tour s to visi tor s from al l  over  the wor ld.  Like 
some of our  volunteers, Alan came to the 
Museum w ith an interest in the Civi l  War. 
When he is not volunteer ing, he maintains a 
blog cal led "Jubi lo! The Emancipation 
Centur y," that features a w ide r ange of 
information on Afr ican Amer icans in the 
19th centur y.  Alan contr ibutes his 
know ledge to the Afr ican Amer ican Civi l  War  
Museum through his work as a docent and is 
tr uly an appreciated member  of the AACWM 
team.

A PEEK INSIDE 
THE 
COLLECTIONS

In 1860 on the eve of the Civi l  War , four  mi l l ion persons were 
counted as slaves in the United States.  The buying and sel l ing 
of slaves can be  tr acked through a diver se aw r y of 
documents from estate r ecords to bi l ls of sale.  The Museum 
has on display a bi l l  of sale for  a l i ttle gir l  named Leathy who 
was sold in 1834 at the age of 11 for  $600.  This document is 
one of the oldest documents in the Museum's col lection and 
provides visi tor s a gl impse into a system that affected mi l l ions 
of enslaved individuals in the United States.
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Al an Sker r et t
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